THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
thoughts of the crowded hours of public life he would probably have on reaching there. Railroad travelling generally-fatigued him, but on this occasion he seemed to enjoy it. He was like a boy, pleased with everything, and keenly observing the varied scenes through which he passed. His companions entered heartily into his enthusiastic moods and plans of work, for they too were eagerly looking forward with anticipations to their Indian experience. They entertained high hopes of what they should do in India in helping the Swami to establish the proposed Himalayan Ashrama. Times were when he would narrate stories of Indian folklore to his companions, until they built, in imagination, a whole Indian world, peopling it with the fancies and the realities with which the Swami enriched his conversation.
Through France, across the Alps, the train travelled on. As it approached the city of Milan the Swami recalled the Italian historic experience. Yes, he was now in Italy, that great theatre of action which he had inhabited, in his mind, in those days of early life when he had mastered the history of the Roman Empire.
As their destination  was  Milan, the Swami and his companions alighted there and  took up their quarters  at a hotel approximate to the cathedral in  order to visit frequently this celebrated   edifice,  which  the  Swami greatly admired.    He was also  much impressed with that masterpiece of Leonardo da   Vinci,   "The   Last    Supper.1'    Altogether   the    Swami enjoyed Milan, and  its  famous snow-view  in  the  distance. This was  his first experience of an   Italian  city.    Leaving Milan, the party next visited  the' city -of Pisa, famous for its Leaning Tower, its cathedral,  the Campo  Santo and its baptistery.    The Swami  considered his  ascent up  the  Tower a pleasant  expedition, the ascent  being  so  easily made  that even  a  horse  can  accomplish  the  feat     From  the  dome of the cathedral  one gains  a splendid view of the  distant Appenines.    Both in Milan and in Pisa the Swami admired the rich marble work, which in Pisa,  in particular,  is both of black and  white, in these fine buildings.    From   Pisa   to
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